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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Dan Benishek 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
514 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Benishek: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 15, 2013 

 
The Honorable Lois Capps 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Lois: 
 
I have sent the enclosed letter to Chairman Young of the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
Indian and Alaska Native Affairs, expressing the opposition of the Santa Barbara County Board to 
Congressman LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land 
into trust for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.  Similar letters were sent to each of 
the members of the Subcommittee. 
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 
1400 acres of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after 
considerable public testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on 
the substantial and significant potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken 
into trust, including jurisdictional problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support 
public services.  In particular, the Board is concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, 
the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax rolls would have a negative impact in 
perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the delivery of public services – 
including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including Tribal members.  
Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from land use and 
zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to 
meet the housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property 
owners.  Consequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and has asked the members of the 
subcommittee to also oppose any action on the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 

First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 

Third District 

PETER ADAM 

Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 

Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 15, 2013 
 
The Honorable Tony Cardenas 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1508 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cardenas: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Kevin Cramer 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1032 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cramer: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Steve Daines 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
206 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Daines: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
 
TPW:jaw 
 
Enclosure   

SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 15, 2013 
 
The Honorable Pete DeFazio 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2134 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman DeFazio: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 15, 2013 
 
The Honorable Eni Faleomavaega 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2422 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Faleomavaega: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Paul Gosar 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
504 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Gosar: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
Fourth District 

STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 15, 2013 
 
The Honorable Raul Grijalva 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1511 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Grijalva: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 
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STEVE LAVAGNINO 
Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Markwayne Mullin 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1113 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Mullin: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
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SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   
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Fifth District, Vice Chair 
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November 15, 2013 
 
The Honorable Raul Ruiz 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1319 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Ruiz: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
 
TPW:jaw 
 
Enclosure   

SALUD CARBAJAL 
First  District, Chair 

JANET WOLF 
Second District   

DOREEN FARR 
Third District 

PETER ADAM 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Don Young, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1337 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to 
Congressman LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land 
into trust for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 
1400 acres of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after 
considerable public testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on 
the substantial and significant potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken 
into trust, including jurisdictional problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support 
public services.  In particular, the Board is concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, 
the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax rolls would have a negative impact in 
perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the delivery of public services – 
including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including Tribal members.  
Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from land use and 
zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs on October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the 
administrative process.  The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the 
development of Camp 4 to meet the housing needs of its members through the established process 
available to all local property owners.  Consequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges 
members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on the measure.  I thank you for your 
consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
 
TPW:jaw 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Colleen Wakako Hanabusa 
Ranking Minority Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H2-186 Ford House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Hanabusa: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
 
TPW:jaw 
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November 14, 2013 
 
The Honorable Doc Hastings 
Member 
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1203 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Hastings: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors in opposition to Congressman 
LaMalfa’s H.R. 3313, which would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to take land into trust for the Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Mission Indians.   
  
On October 15, the Board of Supervisors voted to oppose the Santa Ynez Band’s actions to take the 1400 acres 
of land commonly referred to as Camp 4 into Federal trust.  This decision came after considerable public 
testimony in open session and deliberation by Board members, and was based on the substantial and significant 
potential negative impacts resulting directly from the land being taken into trust, including jurisdictional 
problems, conflicts of land use, and the loss of revenues to support public services.  In particular, the Board is 
concerned with two specific critical consequences.  First, the removal of this agricultural land from the local tax 
rolls would have a negative impact in perpetuity.  These tax revenues are essential to local government for the 
delivery of public services – including schools and public safety – to all residents of the County, including 
Tribal members.  Secondly, placing Camp 4 into Federal trust would permanently exempt the property from 
land use and zoning requirements determined by the local community, disrupting the integrity of local land use 
planning and decision making. 
 
I am enclosing the comments that the County of Santa Barbara submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs on 
October 31, 2013 in response to the Santa Ynez Band’s Fee-to-Trust application via the administrative process.  
The County is committed to continuing to meet with the Band regarding the development of Camp 4 to meet the 
housing needs of its members through the established process available to all local property owners.  Con-
sequently, the County opposes H.R. 3313, and urges members of the subcommittee to also oppose any action on 
the measure.  I thank you for your consideration. 
  
                                Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
                                Thomas P. Walters 
                                Washington Representative 
 
TPW:jaw 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Collin Peterson 

Ranking Minority Member 

Committee on Agriculture 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1305 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Peterson: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 

 

TPW:sbm 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 

United States Senate 

SH-112 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator Boxer: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for the following 

priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income households in Santa Barbara County with 

electronic benefits they can use at most grocery stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for 

themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 10201 program 

provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the introduction or spread of plant pests and 

diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from 

destructive pests and diseases is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond 

quickly to prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding possible for Specialty 

Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated Plant Management Program, Market Access 

Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and Restoration (IRR) and 

Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds continue to proliferate on public and 

private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a 

third of the County’s land area.  Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire 

risk where they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and removal of 

these weeds. 

 

Please urge your colleagues that serve on the Conference Committee to include these priorities in the final conference 

report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 

 

TPW:sbm 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Lois Capps 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2231 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Lois: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for the following 

priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income households in Santa Barbara County with 

electronic benefits they can use at most grocery stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for 

themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 10201 program 

provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the introduction or spread of plant pests and 

diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from 

destructive pests and diseases is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond 

quickly to prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding possible for Specialty 

Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated Plant Management Program, Market Access 

Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and Restoration (IRR) and 

Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds continue to proliferate on public and 

private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a 

third of the County’s land area.  Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire 

risk where they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and removal of 

these weeds. 

 

Please urge your colleagues that serve on the Conference Committee to include these priorities in the final conference 

report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 

 

TPW:sbm 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 

United States Senate 

SH-331 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for the following 

priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income households in Santa Barbara County with 

electronic benefits they can use at most grocery stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for 

themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 10201 program 

provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the introduction or spread of plant pests and 

diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from 

destructive pests and diseases is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond 

quickly to prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding possible for Specialty 

Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated Plant Management Program, Market Access 

Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and Restoration (IRR) and 

Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds continue to proliferate on public and 

private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a 

third of the County’s land area.  Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire 

risk where they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and removal of 

these weeds. 

 

Please urge your colleagues that serve on the Conference Committee to include these priorities in the final conference 

report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Thad Cochran 

Ranking Minority Member 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 

United States Senate 

SR-328A Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator Cochran: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Jim Costa 

Member 

Committee on Agriculture 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1314 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Costa: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Jeff Denham 

Member 

Committee on Agriculture 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1730 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Denham: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Frank Lucas, Chairman 

Committee on Agriculture 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1301 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Gloria Negrete McLeod 

Member 

Committee on Agriculture 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1641 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congresswoman McLeod: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Ed Royce 

Committee on Agriculture 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2185 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congressman Royce: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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October 28, 2013 

 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Chair 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 

United States Senate 

SR-328A Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Madam Chair: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors to reiterate their support for 

the following priorities as the House and Senate Conference Committee begins its consideration of the 

2013 Farm Bill. 

 

• The County supports the highest possible authorized level of funding for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program.  This critical program serves over 30,000 low-income 

households in Santa Barbara County with electronic benefits they can use at most grocery 

stores to ensure they are able to provide a healthy diet for themselves and their family.  

 

• Highest possible authorized level of funding for APHIS’ Section 10201 Program.  The Section 

10201 program provides funding to State and local agencies in California to prevent the 

introduction or spread of plant pests and diseases.  With a total annual crop value of $1.2 

billion, protecting the over 40 different crops in the County from destructive pests and diseases 

is crucial.  Section 10201 enables the County Agricultural Commissioner to respond quickly to 

prevent the spread of these harmful pests and diseases. 

 

• Support for Specialty Crop priorities including authorization of the highest level of funding 

possible for Specialty Crop Block Grants, Specialty Crop Research Initiative, Coordinated 

Plant Management Program, Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for Specialty 

Crops, and the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program.  

 

• Authorization of the highest level of funding possible for the Integrated Resource and 

Restoration (IRR) and Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) programs.  Invasive noxious weeds 

continue to proliferate on public and private lands throughout the County.  The Los Padres 

National Forest and Channel Islands National Park occupy a third of the County’s land area.  

Weeds such as salt cedar, Scotch broom, and giant reed can increase flood and fire risk where 

they occur.  The IRR and HFR programs provide resources to allow the containment and 

removal of these weeds. 
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As you and your colleagues on the Conference Committee begin consideration of the 2013 Farm Bill, 

please support the inclusion of these priorities in the final conference report. 

 

                                Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

                                Thomas P. Walters 

                                Washington Representative 
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