
2015 Legislative Platform Planks Matrix
Platform Dept. Subject Principle Target Strategy Page Status

2014 Ag. Agriculture/Williamson Act Subvention Community Sustainability S Funding Request 1 Received

2014 CSD County Library Services Efficient Service Delivery /Operations S Funding Request 2 Received

2014 Ag. Funding For Exclusion And Early Pest Detection Programs Against High Risk Pests Community Sustainability F/S Funding Request 3 Received

2014 GS Historic Santa Barbara County Courthouse Community Sustainability F Funding Request 5 Received

2014 PW Hollister/State Street Improvements Project Inter-Agency Collaboration F/S Funding Request 6 Received

New Ag. Marketplace Equity and Consumer Protection Community Sustainability S Funding Request 7 Received

2014 CSD Parks/Open Space Community Sustainability F/S Funding Request 9 Received

New Ag. Pesticide Law Enforcement Activities Community Sustainability F Funding Request 11 Received

2014 GS Veterans Memorial Buildings Community Sustainability F/S Funding Request 13 Received

2014 CEO Economic Enhancement Revenue Diversification Job Growth/Economic Vitality F/S Funding & Advocacy 15 Received

2014 CSD Homelessness Health & Human Services F/S Funding & Advocacy 16 Received

2014 CSD Lake Cachuma Inter-Agency Collaboration F Funding & Advocacy 17 Received

New CEO Sustainable Funding Fiscal Stability F/S Funding & Advocacy 19 Pending

2014 PW US Highway 101 - Regional Job Growth/Economic Vitality F/S Funding & Advocacy 20 Received

New DSS Workforce Opportunity Investment Act Job Growth/Economic Vitality F Funding & Advocacy 21 Pending

2014 PW Pavement Preservation Fiscal Stability F Funding, Legislative, & Advocacy 22 Received

2014 PW Resource Recovery Project Efficient Service Delivery /Operations F/S Funding, Legislative, & Advocacy 23 Received

New P&D Land Use: Enforcement Fines for Land Use Violations Local Control S Legislative & Advocacy 25 Received

2014 CEO Regional Coastal Management Projects-Federal Authority For California Community Sustainability F Legislative Proposal 26 Received

New PH Access to Quality Health Services Health & Human Services F/S Targeted Advocacy 28 Received

2014 CEO Air Quality-Marine Vessel Emissions Community Sustainability F/S Targeted Advocacy 29 Success

2014 PW Bridges Fiscal Stability F Targeted Advocacy 31 Received

2014 CEO Comprehensive Immigration Reform Job Growth/Economic Vitality F Targeted Advocacy 32 Received

2014 PH Health in our Community Health & Human Services F/S Targeted Advocacy 33 Received

2014 P&D Land Use: Housing Element Regional Needs Assessment Local Control S Targeted Advocacy 34 Received

New P&D Local Planning Housing Elements Local Control S Targeted Advocacy 35 Received

2014 DSS Safety Net Preservation Health & Human Services F/S Targeted Advocacy 36 Received

2014 DSS Senior Services-Older Americans Act Reauthorization Health & Human Services F Targeted Advocacy 37 Received

2014 DSS Social Services TANF Reauthorization Health & Human Services F Targeted Advocacy 38 Received

2014 DSS Subsidized Child Care Health & Human Services S Targeted Advocacy 39 Received

2014 P&D Telecommunications Legislation Local Control F Targeted Advocacy 40 Received

2014 CEO Tribal Gaming Compacts & Land Use Local Control F/S Targeted Advocacy 42 Received
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DRAFT 2015 Legislative Platform 
 
 

MARKETPLACE EQUITY AND 
CONSUMER PROTECTION 
 
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 
Weights and Measures Programs are important to businesses and consumers in California.  Weights and 
Measures ensure there is a “level playing field”, maintaining fair competition for business and industries.  
Likewise, these programs are critical in providing protection for consumers and a method for making value 
comparisons.   
The Division of Measurement Standards (DMS) within the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) is the lead agency for weights and measures and works closely with county sealers of weights and 
measures who carry out the vast majority of weights and measures enforcement activities at the local level. 
County sealers of weights and measures have a variety of programs that protect consumers and provide an 
equitable marketplace for local business.  Examples of programs consist of Device Registration & Inspection, 
Price & Quantity Control, Weighmaster, Service Agents, and Petroleum Products.  DMS provides the 
regulatory oversight for county sealers for weights and measures programs in addition to the California 
Type Evaluation Program and Metrology.  The California Type Evaluation Program tests, evaluates and 
approves all new commercial weighting and measuring devices to be used for commercial purposes in 
California.  The State Metrology laboratory keeps and maintains standards of weight, volume, time, 
temperature, and length that are used to ensure accuracy for weights and measures in the state of 
California.  These physical standards form the legal and scientific basis for commercial transactions in 
California involving weights and measure.  The values of these standards are traceable to national and 
international standards.  Without these standards, county sealers could not test commercial devices for 
accuracy and businesses would be at a disadvantage globally without proof of accurate measurement 
standards. DMS has taken significant general fund reductions that have diminished their role in consumer 
protection, promoting an equitable marketplace and support services for county sealers.  General fund 
support for all programs except Metrology has been eliminated. 
 
REQUESTED STRATEGY AND ACTION 
Strategy: ☒Funding Request  ☐Legislative Proposal  ☐Targeted Advocacy 

Action:   

• Support legislation that preserves and enhances funding resources for weights and measures 
programs at the state (DMS) and local (Sealer) level for consumer protection. /Encourage the use of 
state general fund for the Division of Measurement Standards.  

• Support legislation which assures clear labeling and accuracy of the net quantity of package 
products to promote value comparison and to ensure the consumer receives the correct product and 
the quantity of product for which they pay.  

• Oppose legislation that would allow for industry self-certification of commercial weighing and 
measuring devices.  

• Oppose legislation that would diminish or remove protections now afforded to consumers for 
transactions measured by weighing or measuring devices.  

• Support legislation that establishes funding for quantity control and package inspection. 
 

PUBLIC BENEFIT/IMPACT 
Weights and measures programs serve the people of California by aggressively preserving and defending 
the measurement standards essential in providing the citizens a basis of value comparison and fair 
competition in the marketplace. 
 

Principle 
Local Control 

Strategy Target 
Funding State 
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COST TO GOVERNMENT 
During the 2011-12 fiscal year, CDFA experienced a $19 million General Fund reduction.  Funding for 
many important programs was affected including those in DMS.  An industry led consortium guided CDFA 
through the reduction process, in which alternatives were considered, including reduction and elimination of 
programs, and other funding sources.  The Device Administrative Fee was authorized by the California 
Legislature in Assembly Bill 120 and signed by Governor Brown on July 26, 2011.  This fee is to fund the 
DMS Device Compliance Program which provides oversight and training to county weights and measures 
officials in areas of commercial weighing and measuring device inspection.  However, other weights and 
measures programs continue to lack the necessary funding to provide adequate services. 
 
CONTACT 
Cathleen M. Fisher, Agricultural Commissioner, Department of Agriculture, (805) 681-5600 
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County Executive Office, (805)568-3400 
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PESTICIDE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 
The size and diversity of California agriculture, and the State’s increasing urbanization, require a more 
complex partnership between state and local pesticide regulatory authorities than anywhere else in the 
nation.  The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR) is vested with primary authority through 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) to enforce federal and state laws pertaining to the 
proper and safe use of pesticides.  DPR’s enforcement of pesticide use in the field is largely carried out in 
California’s 58 counties by County Agricultural Commissioners (CACs) and their staffs (approximately 400 
inspector/biologists). CACs seek compliance through education, including presentations to community and 
industry groups, training sessions for pesticide users, informal or formal compliance actions (such as warning 
letters), and corrective interviews.  CACs regulate pesticide use to prevent misapplication or drift, and 
possible contamination of people or the environment.  Among a Commissioner’s most important 
responsibilities is investigating pesticide-related illnesses and injuries.  All reported pesticide related illnesses 
and injuries are investigated by the CAC in the county which the illness occurred.  If the law was broken and 
people made ill, the commissioner takes enforcement action.  CAC staffs also enforce regulations to protect 
ground and surface water from pesticide contamination.  To do this, they may work with regional waters 
boards and the State Water Resources Control Board.  Farmers must obtain site-specific permits from their 
CAC to buy or use many agricultural chemicals.  The CAC staff must evaluate the proposed use to determine 
if the pesticide can be used safely, particularly in sensitive areas, such as near residential neighborhoods, 
schools and other sensitive sites.  State law requires CACs to ensure that applicators take precautions to 
protect people and the environment. 
 
REQUESTED STRATEGY AND ACTION 
Strategy: ☒Funding Request  ☐Legislative Proposal  ☐Targeted Advocacy 

Action:   

The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors requests its State delegation, the Legislature, and the 
Administration to: 
 

• Support methods that would provide long-term funding for county pesticide regulatory activities. 
• Support legislative or budgetary proposals that maintain or increase funding through the pesticide 

mill fee that is sufficient for pesticide regulatory activities to protect the safety of farm labor, the 
public and the environment and provides funding for education, outreach and compliance 
assessment activities related to the safe use of pesticides. 

• Support the preemptive status of state pesticide laws and authority provided to the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation (CDPR) and California Agricultural Commissioners. 

 

PUBLIC BENEFIT/IMPACT 
The mission and objectives of local pesticide enforcement programs is to protect public safety, the 
environment and farm labor from pesticide exposure.  County Agricultural Commissioner’s provide the local 
regulatory framework to carry out the mission and to meet the objectives of the pesticide enforcement 
program. 
 
COST TO GOVERNMENT 
During the 2014 Legislative Session, the budget-trailer bill (Chapter 741, Statues of 2003; SB 1049) intent 
language indicates that the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) should fund County Agricultural 
Commissioners’ local pesticide regulatory programs with $22 million annually.  The Legislature failed to 
appropriate adequate funding to DPR to meet this level, nor was authority provided to the County 
Agricultural Commissioners to establish fees to cover their program costs.  Approximately $15 million in 
County general funds in California are contributed per fiscal year in order to maintain the integrity and 

Principle 
Community Sustainability 

Strategy Target 
Funding State 
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quality of the pesticide regulatory system Californians have grown to expect.  It is critical that we find a 
way to fund these local pesticide enforcement programs and provide CACs full cost recovery for local 
pesticide enforcement services. 
 
CONTACT 
Cathleen M. Fisher, Agricultural Commissioner, Department of Agriculture, (805) 681-5600 
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County Executive Office, (805)568-3400 
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LAND USE: 
ENFORCEMENT FINES FOR 
LAND USE VIOLATIONS 
 
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 
State law governing ordinance violations sets maximum fine amounts for violators of land use codes are 
limited to a maximum of $500 and $1,000 for building code violations for each violation within a one year 
timeframe, including one-time violations.   
 
Santa Barbara County recognizes the need for the State legislature to set maximum fine amounts to ensure 
fairness and consistency across the State of California.  However, the $500 maximum severely hinders the 
County’s ability to adequately enforce land use violations, particularly one time violations.  This substantially 
undermines the County’s Land Use Codes.  Redrafting the applicable state codes to enable local government 
more discretion in imposing appropriate fines, and the collection and enforcement of those fines would 
greatly enhance the land use enforcement program in Santa Barbara County. 
 
REQUESTED STRATEGY AND ACTION 
Strategy:  

☐Funding Request   Legislative Proposal    Targeted Advocacy 

Action:   

The County requests its delegation to support legislation that would provide the County with more local 
control and discretion over fines imposed for violations that are in violation of the County’s Land Use and 
Development Codes.   
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT/IMPACT 
Revised legislation of applicable state law would provide the County with more effective tools to gain 
compliance from those who violate our County’s land use codes.  Increased penalties for one-time violations 
would be a greater disincentive and promote greater compliance with County ordinances.  This would ensure 
that the County’s land use codes are enforced thereby ensuring that the County’s policies regarding land use 
and development continue to be met.  
 
COST TO GOVERNMENT 
No direct costs to the government are anticipated. 
 
CONTACT 
Glenn S. Russell, PhD., Director, Planning and Development Department, (805) 568-2085 
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County Executive Office, (805)568-3400 
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ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTH 
SERVICES 
 
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 
One of the most important ways of supporting the health of Santa Barbara County residents is to ensure 
their access to health care coverage and health care services.  With the implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act, many residents are now eligible for health care coverage for the first time.  All health care plans 
now include some essential benefits like maternity, mental health, preventive, and pediatric dental care.  
Thus, enrollment in these health plans provides many health benefits.  To maintain the health of our residents, 
we are committed to assisting residents enroll in benefits for which they are eligible, providing health care 
services through Federally Qualified Health Centers for individuals who receive Medi-Cal or Medicare in 
addition to those without other coverage options, maintaining infrastructure for a quality health service 
agency, and pursuing related requirements to receive federal funding for public healthcare organizations.      
 
REQUESTED STRATEGY & ACTION 
Strategy:  ☐Funding Request  ☐Legislative Proposal  ☒Targeted Advocacy 

Action:  The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors support measures which establish, enhance or fund 
policies, programs, research, standards, educational material and public awareness campaigns that 
prevent disease, promote wellness and ensure access to needed health care.   

• Assistance for health care coverage – Support direct assistance with applications and patient 
education  concerning health care coverage, support for renewals and re-application for health 
benefits, coordination with our county and state partners at the Department of Social Services 
and Covered California. 

• Organizational infrastructure for public healthcare organizations – Support automated systems 
and staffing that manage, report on and evaluate health care delivery, programs and 
incentives to maximize the capacity of our systems and coordination of care.  

• Provision of essential health care services – Support measures that would provide for the 
continued expansion of both county and community Federally Qualified Health Clinics (FQHCs)   
and the provision of quality health care services.  Favor approaches such as the Patient 
Centered Medical Home (PCMH) that promotes partnerships and coordination in the provision of 
services to patients.  Continue to advocate for programs and FQHC payment reform that 
provides for reimbursement for the necessary wrap around and support services of the 
treatment team, such as pharmacists and Marriage & Family Therapists (MFTs). 

 
Support should include no decreases in current funding levels in these health related programs. 
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT/IMPACT 
There will be an increase in access to health care coverage and a decrease in morbidity and mortality 
among residents in Santa Barbara County. 
 
COST TO GOVERNMENT 
There is no immediate or additional cost incurred directly. 
 
CONTACT 
Takashi Wada, MD, MPH, Director and Health Officer (805) 681-5105 
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County Executive Office, (805)568-3400 
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LOCAL PLANNING:  
HOUSING ELEMENTS 
 
 
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 
Existing state law requires that the housing element of a city or county's general (comprehensive) plan 
contain a program to accommodate at least 50% of the very low and low-income housing need on sites 
designated for residential use and for which nonresidential uses or mixed-uses are not permitted. AB 1690 
would authorize a city or county to accommodate the very low and low-income housing need on sites 
designated for mixed uses if those sites allow 100% residential use and require that residential use occupy 
50% of the total floor area of a mixed-use project. 
 
REQUESTED STRATEGY AND ACTION 
Strategy: ☐Funding Request  ☐Legislative Proposal  ☒Targeted Advocacy 

Action:   

The County requests its delegation to support AB 1690. 
 

PUBLIC BENEFIT/IMPACT 
Housing costs in portions of Santa Barbara County are among the highest in the nation. Lower income and 
special needs households have an especially difficult time finding affordable and safe housing in the central 
and south county. In a similar vein, the County has struggled in the past to accommodate its regional housing 
needs allocation (RHNA) of very low and low-income housing as required in each periodic housing element 
update. 
 
Currently, at least 50% of a local government’s very low and low-income RHNA must be on lands 
designated solely for residential use. This requirement does not reflect the greater need for mixed-use and 
infill development. 
 
AB 1690 would provide an opportunity for the County and other local governments to use innovative and 
flexible planning techniques to address critical very low and low-income housing needs. The County has 
already recognized the potential value of mixed-use development. In particular, the County’s Draft 2015-
2023 Housing Element includes a program to adopt a new mixed-use zone that could be applied throughout 
the unincorporated county. AB 1690 would ensure that this new zone has the maximum potential to help 
satisfy the County’s future RHNA for very low and low-income housing. 
 
COST TO GOVERNMENT 
No direct costs to government are anticipated. 
 
CONTACT 
Glenn S. Russell, PhD., Director, Planning and Development Department, (805) 568-2085 
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County Executive Office, (805)568-3400 
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IMPROVING LOCAL 
GOVERNANCE: 
UNINCORPORATED POWERS  
 
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE 

Placeholder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST STRATEGY AND ACTION 
Strategy: ☐Funding Request  ☐Legislative Proposal  ☑Targeted Advocacy 
 
Action:   
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT/IMPACT 
 
 
 
 
COST TO GOVERNMENT 
 
CONTACT 
Terri Maus-Nisich, Assistant County Executive Officer, County Executive Office, (805) 568-3400 
 

Principle 
Efficient Service 

Delivery/Operations 
Strategy Target 
Advocacy State 
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