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Updated News Release
The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office is releasing the identities of the two people who were found
deceased in Santa Ynez yesterday, October 31, 2015. The female victim is 57-year-old Lori WolfPappas of Santa Ynez. The male decedent is her son, 21-year-old Maxwell Pappas of Santa Ynez.
Both decedents had gunshot wounds to the head.
At this point the case is being investigated as a murder-suicide. Preliminary indications are that
Maxwell Pappas was at his mother’s home in the 2000 block of Refugio Road and shot her to death.
He then left the residence and was involved in a solo traffic collision in the 1500 block of Refugio
Road following a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head.
Sheriff’s detectives are still investigating the circumstances that led up to this tragic event. Due to the
ongoing, active investigation this is all the information that can be released at this time.
Anyone with information that would assist investigators in this case is asked to contact the Santa
Barbara County Sheriff’s Criminal Investigations Division at 805-681-4150 or to leave an anonymous
tip call 805-681-4171.

Sheriff’s Office Investigates Deaths of Two People in Santa Ynez
Santa Ynez – The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the deaths of two people in
Santa Ynez. At approximately 2:10 p.m. today, October 31, Sheriff’s deputies responded to assist the
California Highway Patrol with a vehicle accident in the 1500 block of Refugio Road in Santa Ynez.
They discovered a lone adult male in the driver’s seat with a gunshot wound to the head. A firearm
was located in the vehicle. Preliminary indications are that the decedent shot himself in the head
causing his vehicle to leave the roadway and crash into a tree.
Sheriff’s detectives located a residence nearby associated with the vehicle. They conducted a
protective sweep of the property and discovered an adult female deceased inside the home. Sheriff’s

detectives are in the process of obtaining a search warrant to determine the circumstances surrounding
her death which is considered suspicious.
At this point in the investigation, Sheriff’s detectives believe the two deaths are related. They do not
believe there are any outstanding suspects or that there is a risk to public safety.
The identities of the decedents are not being released at this time until positive identifications are made
and next of kin are notified.
The Sheriff’s Office is asking anyone with information that would assist investigators in this case to
call the Sheriff’s Criminal Investigations Division at 805-681-4150 or to leave an anonymous tip, call
805-681-4171.
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